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RECOMMENDATIONS
 ▫ Add more informational / interpretive signage throughout the park

 ▫ Add a green parking lot with sloped vegetation strips on the south side of the park 

EXISTING AMENITIES

NEW / ADDED AMENITIES
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LOCATION & CONTEXT
Sunrise Park is located in eastern Ankeny near 
the intersection of SE Peterson Drive and SE 
Trilein Drive. This rectangular, roughly 10.3-acre 
park contains approximately .72 miles of trail 
that meander throughout the property. A key 
feature of Sunrise Park is the splash pad that 
has proven to be very popular among residents 
and visitors of the park. Sunrise Park has plenty 
of mature trees in addition to a large amount of 
open space. There are several other amenities 
on site including basketball court, backstop, 
softball field, and space for soccer practice/play. 
There are 31 parking stalls available in the park.

EXISTING CONDITIONS & CHARACTER
Overall Condition
Generally, the overall condition of Sunrise Park 
is good. The entry signage could use some 
attention and the horse shoe pit is in poor 
condition and could do with a repurposing or 
re-doing. The grass near the backstop contains 
a large mud hole and the grass on the soccer 
field could use improvements. 

Connectivity to Other Parks
Sunrise Park is within reasonable walking 
distance to Summerbrook Park. The parks 
located near Uptown Ankeny and Ankeny City 
Hall are also relatively close, but would require 
crossing S Ankeny Boulevard. 

Character + Use
Sunrise Park is a well liked and well maintained 
neighborhood park for central-eastern Ankeny. 
There are a wide variety of amenities available 
for visitors including the splash pad which may 
attract visitors from beyond the immediate 
neighborhood. Given the location, it is still likely 
that the main users are the many single-family 
residential units that surround the park. 

Known Land Issues
There does not appear to be any known land 
use issues near Sunrise Park. 
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PUBLIC INPUT / COMMENTS
Keeping it mowed would be great! That’s my 
only complaint.

One of my favorite parks in Ankeny due to 
the mature trees and variety of activities! The 
addition of the splash pad is great, playground 
equipment is good overall, nice to have the 
basketball courts, and I like the walking paths 
around the park. I was surprised the picnic 
shelter didn’t have bathrooms, though.

There are two ball field back stops at this park. 
Only one has the sand/dirt infield. Please add 
a sand/dirt infield to the other back stop that 
does not currently have the infield. One with 
out the sand/dirt infield has mud holes and is 
unusable for any baseball or softball practice.

Accessible bathrooms other than portajohns 
would be fantastic!

Wonderful park! Love the walking trails and 
playground equipment. I’ve never seen anyone 
use the horseshoe pit – I think that space could 
be better utilized. Often all the basketball hoops 
are all taken. The baseball & soccer fields could 
use improvements.

SUNRISE PARK
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RECOMMENDATIONS
 ▫ Repurpose all or part of the horseshoe pit to include a mixture of bocce ball and shuffle board 

courts

 ▫ Better maintain the grass near the soccer nets and add additional soccer nets

EXISTING AMENITIES

NEW / ADDED AMENITIES
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LOCATION & CONTEXT
Sunset Park is located in central Ankeny near 
the intersection of SW 3rd Street and SW Des 
Moines Street. Sunset Park is approximately 
4.8 acres in size and contains a wide variety 
of amenities including permanent and kybo 
restrooms, a playground, basketball court, 
and softball field. The park contains .25 miles 
of paved pathways through the park and has 
plenty of flat open space. The park is completely 
surrounded by single-family homes and contains 
a number of established mature trees. The park 
is very close to the Uptown District in Ankeny 
with a number of other parks close by. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS & CHARACTER
Overall Condition
Generally, the overall condition of Sunset 
Park is good. There is some wear and tear 
on the basketball court which could use 
some maintenance or repaving. The drinking 
fountain could also use some maintenance. The 
playground is fine other than it could use some 
additional mulch. 

Connectivity to Other Parks
Sunset Park is located very close to Haubert 
Park. There is also nearby access to the popular 
regional High Trestle Trail. Other parks within a 
reasonable walking distance include:
 ▫ Ankeny Market + Pavilion
 ▫ Wagner Park
 ▫ Hawkeye Park
 ▫ Village Park
 ▫ Westside Park
 ▫ Ankeny Arts Center

Character + Use
Sunset Park is a small neighborhood park 
that offers a variety of amenities to the local 
neighborhood residents. Given its size and 
placement, it is likely that this park mainly serves 
the Uptown Ankeny area residents. The mature 
trees are a nice feature of this park. 

Known Land Issues
There does not appear to be any known land 
use issues near Sunset Park. 

PUBLIC INPUT / COMMENTS
There were no public comments made about 
Sunset Park on the Ankeny Parks Plan website. 
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SUNSET PARK


