JOIN US

The Ankeny Water Quality Improvement and Stormwater
Education Group (WISE) is looking for volunteer members
to help the City of Ankeny fulfill its federal mandate for
stormwater management. The mission statement of this
group states its purpose as the following:

The Ankeny WISE group evaluates best
management practices for safe and efficient
control of stormwater. Our mission is to
increase public awareness of these practices
and encourage both personal and community
actions that will best protect our health,
property, and natural environment.
Current members of the group bring a variety of backgrounds
and experiences to the WISE group and share their ideas and
time to accomplish the mission. WISE meets with the City
staff at the Public Services Building once a month. If you are
interested or have questions, please contact Amy Bryant at
abryant@ankenyiowa.gov or at 515-963-3542.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Tree and Branch Recycling Days

Oct. 8, 2016 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
City Maintenance Facility, 211 SE Lorenz Dr.

Leaf Collection Days

Oct. 22 – Nov. 13, 2016 • 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Prairie Ridge Family Aquatic Center,
1220 NW Prairie Ridge Dr.
For more information, please visit www.ankenyiowa.gov.

Public Works Department
220 W First St., Ankeny, IA 50023
(515) 963-3520
www.ankenyiowa.gov

Stormwater
TIPS FOR FALL
AND WINTER
What is stormwater? Stormwater is the

rainfall or snowmelt that runs off any surface where
water can’t soak in – like roads, driveways and roofs.

Unmanaged stormwater can
cause water pollution, stream
bank erosion and flooding.
The storm drain on the street leads right to a water
body and some of the most detrimental pollutants
in our surface water come from our yards. Nutrient
pollution, which can cause the unsightly algae
in water bodies, comes from excess nitrogen and
phosphorous in the water. These pollutants can come
from fertilizer, yard waste (grass clippings and leaves),
pet waste, soaps and detergents.

Remember that water from the streams and ponds eventually becomes the start of our drinking water from
the Des Moines River. Keeping pollutants out of Ankeny’s water bodies not only improves our water quality,
but can help decrease the treatment expenses for our drinking water.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

These practices can help improve the water quality of our
streams, ponds and downstream in our state’s rivers to reduce
stormwater and stormwater pollution.
Only rain in the storm drain! Anything that gets in the storm
drain can get into the nearest stream or stormwater basin.

In the Late Summer

• Keep grass clippings away from hard surfaces where they can

wash into storm drains. Don’t blow grass clippings into the
street when mowing. Use a mulching lawn mower, bag and
properly dispose of clippings, or blow or sweep clippings back
into the grass.

• Pick up pet waste and dispose of it in the trash. In addition to
other pollutants, pet waste has bacteria that we don’t want in
Ankeny’s water bodies.

In the Fall

• Keep leaves out of the street and out of storm
drains. It’s best to rake, bag or mulch leaves.

• Apply fertilizers only when necessary and at the
recommended amount. Choose a fertilizer that does
not have phosphorous as it is only needed to establish new
lawns. On a fertilizer bag, the label reads Nitrogen, Phosphorus,
and Potassium (N, P, K), make sure the middle number is zero.
If you spill fertilizer on the street, sidewalk or driveway,
sweep it up.

In the Winter

• Shovel early and often. The more snow and ice you
remove, the less salt you will have to use.
• More salt doesn’t mean more melting. Apply only
what is needed and allow it time to work.

• Understand what is in de-icer. All de-icer will melt ice, but some
have less of an impact on Ankeny’s water bodies, plants and
concrete.

For more information on stormwater pollution,
visit: www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution.

STORMWATER BEST MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM

Ankeny offers a Reimbursement Program to landowners and
businesses to incorporate stormwater Best Management
Practices (BMPs) on their property to aid in the improvement
of water quality and decrease the water quantity in our streams
and ponds. The program is intended to help cover the cost of
materials and/or contactor labor to install such practices.
Some examples of
BMPs include rain
gardens, rain barrels,
pervious pavement
systems, soil quality
restoration and
native planting
gardens. The City will provide up to a 50 percent match on
BMPs, with a maximum reimbursement amount of $1,800
per landowner or business. Rain barrels will be funded at a
maximum of $75, limit of one per address. The funding may
be utilized for multiple practices, however, the maximum
amount reimbursed will
be $1,800. Applicants
may utilize this program
in multiple fiscal years
for various BMP projects,
with the exception of
rain barrels which are
available one time only.
Applications are now being accepted for BMP practices
for fiscal year 2017. Find the application online at
www.ankenyiowa.gov.

